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Abstract:

The event named Kuruthikalam /s a significant one among the praying rituals of the
Malaiyaraiyan ftribals. This event also stands a historical record explicating the ancientness of the
Malaiyaraiyan tribal people who live in the Thodupuzha taluk of the Idukki district. The Kuruthikalam
village is situated at a distance of 20 km, on the way from the Thodupuzha thaluk leading to the Seruthoni
of Kattappanai. Every year on 18th day of the month of Thai ( Maharamaatham ), the kuruthi poojai
transpires to the Bhadrakaali amman who is established here. This place is known by the name
Kuruthikalam as it means the field ( kalam ) where blood ( kuruthi ) is involved. Ensuing the
Maharavilakku pooja of Sabarimala, the flag is lowered and the festival begins with the hoisting of flag at
the Arakkulam ( lyappan ) Dharmasaastha temple. The festival takes place for 7 continuous days and
ends at the eighth day with the event occuring at the Puuchapaara Kuruthikalam temple. The people of
the Malaiyaraiyan race who live outside also take part in this event without fail. They also fulfill the vow

made to the Amman in accordance with this custom of worship.
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